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HAT the Holy Scripture is of Di- 
WW vine Authority, and excelleutiy fit- 
ted to ford all the Aſſiſtance we 
can need from it, in our May to- 
wards Heaven, appears from the 
well knnwn IVords of St, Paul, * All Scrip- 
ture is given by Inſpiration of God, and is 
profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Cor- 
rection, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, that 
the Man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furniſhed unto all good Works. 

Tat all Chrifttans are to be plentifully 
flored with Knowledge thence, wwe may learn 
from the fame Apoſile's Exhertation,. || Let 
the Word of Chriſt dwell in you richly in 
all Wiſdom. 1 
The following Directions, which, in the 
Ait Scheme of them, were part 8 Sermon, 
| preachgd long ſince, are deſigned to pramote 

AS © lenty 


2 2 Tim. 3 16, 17. II Col. 3 16. 
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The PoRE Pe E. 
P lenty of Scriptural Knmuledge May the 
l 19 46 God make them Metual to that 
iacelbent r“. 

Nor will. it, "tis hoped, * thought Pe 
ſermption, that an Aged Clergyman bumbly in- 
ortes hrs younger” Brethren at the ſame Time to 
give Attendance “ to Reading the Holy Scrip- 
ture, and to partake of the Satisfaction of do- 
ing . 

. I have further to add, in May of Pre- 

ace,” is the following. earneſt Prayer; That 
the fincere and comſtant Belief, and Profeſ- 


1 n F the Truth, which the Bleſſed Book pre- 
poſes; and the uni ors perſevermg Prattice of 


the Duties, which, upon the beſt Encourage- 
ments, it requires, may preſerve this Church 


(which abundantly owns the || Sufftctenity. of Lat 


for Salvation) in a ſafe, praceable, flaurihing 


Conditi:n ; the Bulwark of the Reformed Re- 
ligion, and the Glory of Chriſtendom, till 
Time ſpall be no more. This. is a Prayer in 


which all, who deſire to be found faithful 
Mini/ters, or fare Members of it, will rea- 


dily join, with their 
Moſt Obcdient 


Humble Servant. 


* 1 Tm. 4. 13, See St. hag on this Place. *Y 
Article VI, 
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THE firſt of the Five Me- 
thods offered to Conſide- 
ration in this ſmall Track 
is, To read in private ac- 

cording to the Direction 
of the Church of England for the Pub- 
lick Reading both of the Pſalter, and 
the reſt of the Holy Scripture; to be 
ſeen before the Liturgy. 

By a due and careful Uſe of this 
Method, the Pſalter or Book of Pſalms, 
an admirable Treaſury of Piety and 
Devotion, of Prayers and Praiſes, ſuit- 
able to all Occaſions, will be read over” 

A:3- (exerts 


„ Methods of Reading 
* cept the Pſalms for one or two Days in 
"1 1 one Month, and thoſe which give place 
SE to proper P/alm;) twelve times every 
3 Year. The moſt part of the Old Tei- 
dament win be read over once, and the 
76 New Teſtament (beſides the "Epiſtles 
| and Goſpels in their Courſe) thrice, 
1 except the Apocalypſe, out of which 


there are only certain proper Leiſons 
upon divers Feaſts. 


The Second Method is of larger Ex- 
tent, and comprehends the former, and 
abundantly ſupplies what can be ſaid to 
be wanting in it: For it is, to read the 
whole Bible according to the Order of 
the ſeveral Books; and each Day, ſo 
many Chapters out of the Old and New 
Teſtament, as are neceſſary for reading 
both once every Year. This will cer- 
tainly be done, and ſeveral Weeks ſoon- 
er, if every Day Three Chapters ſhall 
be read out of the Old Teſtament, or 
ſo many Pſalms, as are proportionable, 
and one out of the New, That out of 
the New, it will be a pleaſure to Cler- 
gy men, and other Scholars, to read in 
the Original Greek. 
Nor will they think much to add the 


concurrent Hiſtory of both Teſtaments, 
out 
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4 the Holy, Scriptures, - al 
out of Joſephus, the Threefirſt Books f 
'8 F. 5 5 Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Arch- 

biſnop Uſber's Annals, and out of other 
Authors; particularly the Old and 


Ne Teftament connetted in the Hiſto- 


ry of the Fews and Neighbouring Na- 
tions, by Dr. Prideaux, the preſent wor- 
thy Dean of Norwich, the Id, II*, and 
It Parts. Let me ſubjoin Bochartus 8 
Hierozoicon, his Phaleg and Canaan; our 
Learned and Pious Biſhop Cumberland s 
Scripture Weights and Meaſures; Dr. 
IWel;s Hiſtorical Geography of the Old 
and New Teſtament; and Mr. Maun- 
drePs Journey from Aleppo to Jeruſalem, 
the EP RANL EE. TIT 
Some judicious, Learned, and well- 
eſteemed Commentators, Paraphraſts, 
and Criticks, whether ſuch as have 
written upon the whole Bible, or on 
particular Parts, will be proper to be 
confulted as we go on; tho' not at the 
lame time, or in the ſame yearly Courſe. 
Such as follow, cannot well be omit- 
ted: Fagius” upon the Pentateuch, Mun- 
fter, Maus upon Foſhua, Nicholas Fuller, 
Ainſworth upon the Pentateuch, Gregory, 
Mede, Lightfoot, Biſhop Hall upon the 
hard Texts of the whole Divine Scrip- 
ture, Gretins, Hammond, Pococh, Patrick, 
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Dr. Lowth upon the Prophet aiab, Je- 
remiah, Lamentations, with his Direc- 
tions for the profitable reading of the- 
Holy Scriptures; Stokes upon the 
Twelve Minor Prophets; Eraſmas's Pa- 
raphraſe in Latin upon the New Teſta- 
ment; the Learned Dr. Whitby on the 
tame; and Mr. Burkitt, , whole. found. 
pious Matter, greatly encourages to 
Peruſal: A Paraphraſe and Annotations 
on all the Epiſtles of St. Paul. _ 

If in the Uſe of theſe, and other 
Commentators and Criticks, ſpecial Re- 
terence ſhall be had to that Catalogue 

of Difticulties in Mr. Fenton's Apparat us, 
p. 120, &c. it may be, it is hoped, of 
no ſmall Advantage. 1 

Nor may this Courſe of Reading be 
juſtly thought toe long, or too pain- 
ful; nor will it by thoſe who ſhall re- 
member, that at our Ordination we ſo- 
lemaly promiſed, that we would endea- 
vour, the Lord being our Helper, to be 
diligent inReading the Holy Scriptures, . 
and in ſuch Studies as help towards the 
Knowledge of the ſame; laying aſide 
the Study of the World, and the Fleſh. 


The Third Method is, to read fre- 
quently ſome of the. moſt remarkable. 
Places of the Holy Scripture. Let 
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Let me recommend particularly theſe 
which follow: The Hiſtory of the 
Creation, and of the Fall of Man, 
and the Promiſes of Mercy through 
Chriſt: the Hiſtory of the Flood, and 
of the Deſtruction of Sodom and Gomor- 
rab; and of the Suffer ings and Advance- 
ment of Joſeph, in the Book of Geneſis, 
The Hiſtory of the Sufferings and De- 
liverance of the raelites; às allo of the 
Law, of the Ten Commandments, and- 


of the terrible Manner in which it was 


publiſhed, in the Book of Exodus. 
Read in the 24 Chapter of Leviticzs, 
the Sin and Puniſhment of Shelomith's 
Son, who blaſphemed the Name of the 
Lord, and curled, and by God's Com- 
mand was ſtoned to Death ; the dread- 
ful Puniſhment of Sedition and Rebel- 
lion, in the cm Chapter of Numbers. 
Read. the 5¹, 2%, 28˙b, and 29 
Chapters af Deauteronomy; and in the 
three latter, the greateſt Diſcourage- 
ments from Sin, and a great Variety of 


Motives to good Living. 


4 
< 


lu the 17 Chapter of the iſt Book of 


Samuel, the Combat of David with G- 


liah is deſcribed, and the Particulars 
which concern it; being very fit to 
excite. to Faith, and pious Confidence 
in God, who brings about his Purpoſes, 
A 5 
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to the Confuſion of proud and haughty 
Scorners, by the moſt unlikely Means. 

Solomon's Choice of Wiſdom offers it 
ſelf to us, in the 3* Chapter of the Firſt 
Book of Kings; in the 13'*, 19", and 
18˙¹ Chapters, we may view ſeveral il- 
luſtrious Proofs of God's Providence, 
and of the fpecial Care he takes of his 
faithful Servants. | 

In the firſt Book of Chronicles, the 
28" Chapter, particularly at the 'n 
Verſe, we may read, and it will be 
worth the frequent Reading, King Da- 
vid's Charge before his Death to his 
Son King Solomon; Know thou the God 
of thy Father, and ſerve him with a per- 


jet Heart, and with à willing Mind. For 


the Lord ſearcheth all Hearts, and under- 


ftandeth all the Imagivations of the Thoughts, 


If thou ſeck him, he will be found of thee, 
but if thou forſake him, he will caſt thee 


F for ever. Os 
In the 34" and 350 Chapters of the 


Second Book of Chronicles, we have the 


zious Life and forrowful Death of King 
. 

In the 36 Chapter, God's merciful 
Dealing with the People of the Jews, in 


Returns they made, and the Gn 
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the Warnings he gave them, the ill 
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the Holy Scriptures. 11 
Effects of their Ingratitude, appearing 
in their incorrigible perſiſting in their 
Sins, are ſo ſet forth, as to bs fit to 
affect and terrify. 

The Confeſſion in the 9 Chapter 
of Ezra is very exemplary; as 1s the 
religious manner of Reading and Hear- 
ing the Law, in the 8 Chapter of 
Nehemiah, ver. 5, and 6. Anti Ezra 


N the Bool in the Sight of all the 


cople, — and when he opened it, all the 
People ſtood up: And Ezra bleſſed the 
Lord the great God : And all the People 
anſwered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up 
their Hands: And they bowed their 
Heads, and worſhipped the Lord with their 
Faces to the Ground. In the 9 Chap- 


ter of the ſame Book, there is a great 


Variety of extraordinary Remarkables. 
There is particularly a ſhort Hiſtory 
of Gad's Providence in his Dealings 
with the Iſraclites, and of the unwor- 
thy Return they made. : 
The Book of Eſther, where the Name 
of God is not once mentioned, con- 
_ tains many Inſtances, in which the Di- 
rightly viſible. | r 
In the Book of Job, read more fre- 
quently the 10, the 2%, the 14", the 
nnn 


Cs oy Power, and Goodnels are 
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I A the 234, the 257", 317t, 32% and 
42* Chapters. 
In the Book of Pſalms, the 18, the 


Fg * . wp ro LI: 2 , 


you 1 the coth, 734, 84, goth, 
8 1034, 107, 118. 119d, 146"; 
and the Seven Penitential Pſalms, being 
the 6, 32, 38", 51, 1024, 130", 
143% 

In the Proverbs, the 171, the 34, the 
sn the 11, 15%, 22, 23% 2, 25d, 

2805, 29), and 31ft Chapters : ; in which 
laſt, the Deſcription of a good Wife, 
who is a great Bleſſing to her Huſ- 


band, her Family, her Neighbours, well 


deſerves to be conſider'd. 
The 1* and 24 Chapters of Eccleſia- 


fees, will teach us to underſtand the 


World; ſhew us that the Sum Total 
of all is Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, 
Chap. 1. ver. 14. The '12 Chapter, 


will be a very proper Exerciſe of Chil- 


drens Memories; and contains ſuch 


im portant Truths and Duties, as it will 


be the Happineſs of Voung and Old 
effectually to remember. Remember now 


thy Crtator in the Days of thy Teuth;, So 


the Chapter ww Let 1 1 the 
Concluſion of the whole Matter: Fear God, 


and keep his Command ments; fur this > 
the 


., 


the Holy Scriptures. 13 
the whole Duty of Man : For God ſhall 
bring every Work into Judgment, with eve- 
ry ſecret thing, whether it be good or evil. 
Sa it ends. 8 : 
In the Prophet Iſaiah, let me recom- 
mend to your reading the 18, 5, and 
116 Chapters; the Hiſtory of the De- 
feat of Sennacherib; of the Sickneſs and 
Recovery of Hezekiah, in the 36 and 
following Chapters; the Account 'of 
God's Love to, and Care of his Church, 
in the 49; the Reaſonableneſs of 
Truſting in him, in the 5171; at the 
12 and 13** Verſes of which, we find 
theſe Words: J, even 1 am be that com- 
forteth you. Who art thou, that thow 
ſhoauldſt be afraid of Man that ſhall die, 
and the Son of Man that ſhall be made as 
Graſs? And forgetteſt the Lord thy Ma- 
ker, that hath ſtretched forth the Hea-. 
vent, and laid the Foundations of "the 
Earth ? and baſt feared continually every 
Day, becauſe of the Fury of the Oppreſſor, 
4s if be were ready to deſtroy? And 
where is the Fury of the Oppreſſor ? \ 
Beyond all the reſt, let me preſs the 
frequent and ſerious Reading of the 
534 Chapter of this Prophecy; of 
which” John late Earl of Rocheſter ſaid, 
when God had humbled 'him by Af- 
flictions, 
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is AMeothoas of Reading 
fliftions, and made him fit for Divine. 
Inſtructions, That as he heard it read, 
he felt an inward Force, which did ſo / 
enlighten his Mind, and convince him 
that he could reſiſt it no longer. For | 
the Wards had an Authority which 
did ſhoot like Rays or Beams in his 
Mind: So that he was not only con- 
wanced by the Reaſonings he had a- 
bout it, which fat: his Under- 
ſtanding ; but by a Power which did 
fo effectually conftrain him, that he 
did ever after as firmly believe in his 
Saviour, as if he had ſeen him in the 
Clouds. Some Paſſages of the Life and 
Death of John Earl of Rocheſter, p. 141, 
142. | 

In the Prophet Jeremy, read the 5t> 
Chapter, particularly Verſe 22. Fear 
Fe not me, ſaith the Lord? Will ye not 
_ rzrenble at my Preſence, which haue placed 
tie Sand for the Bound of the Sea, by 4 
_ perpetual Decree, that it cannot paſs it; 
_ awd though the Waves thereof toſs thim- 
| ſelves, yet can they not prevail ;, tho they 
| roar, yet can they not paſs over it? 
As alſo the 17, 18, and 318 
Chapters: In the 31, and following 
Verſes of which laſt, we have a large 
and excellent Account of that 20 W - 

3 | ve- 


. _ rho Holy Seripttores. 15 
Covenant referr'd to in the 8'* Chap 
ter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ; and 
Chapter 35, where a great Example 
of Gbedience in the Rechabit es. : | 
From the 52* Chapter, by the ter- 
rible Sufferings of King Zedekiah, the 
greateſt of Men may learn to ſtand in 
Awe of God, to be humble, and mo- 
derate, and under a conftant Senſe of 
the Uneertainty of the Enjoy ments of 
this World; as alſo from King Jebei- 
 akim's Advancement in the 37*> Year 
of his Captivity, not to deſpond, much 
Fefs to deſpair, upon the long Conti- 
muance of Adverſity. And the Third 
Chapter of the ſame" Prophet's Lamen- 
fut ions; the 34, the 11, 18%, 334, 
36" Chapters of the Prophet Ezekiel. 
The 3, the 4, the ö and sin 
Chapters of the Prophet Daniel, cannot 
be Tefjouſly peruſed without Admira- 
tion at the difcovering of God's Wil 
dom, Power, Goodnels and Juſtice, in 
the Tranſactions of his Providence; 
with which mighty Kings were exceed - 
ingly affected, as it appears by their 
| Words and Ackions upon Record there. 
Let not the ꝛth Chapter be omitted. 


In the Prophecy of the Prophet Jonah, 
we ſee enough to make the Diſobedient 
1 trem- 
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and oth Verſes, we have an illuſtrious 


i Mcrhode of Rerdine 


tremble, and the Penitent hope, under 
the moſt terrible Denunciations * Judg- 
ment. What can be more encouraging 
to ſuch as addreſs themſelves to God by 
faithful, fervent Prayer in their Afflic- 


tions, than that which we read at large 


in the 2d Chapter, particularly at the 
2d:Verſe? I cried, by reaſan of my Af. 


HOW unto the Lord, and he heard me: 


of the Belly of Hel. oried: I, and thou 
han eſt my Voice. Of the Preyalence of 
fincere and general Repentance, the laſt 


. Verſe of the 3d Chapter affords an Ex- 


ample never to be forgotten: God (aw 
their Works, that they turned from their 
evil Way and God repented of the Evil, 

that be had ſaid that he would do unto 


them, and be did it not- 


The: 5th, 6th, and 7th Chapter of 
the Prophet Micah-; ; the Prophecy of 
Habakkuk, the 2d Chapter in ſperial, 
Verſes 1 «th and 16th, againſt provoking 
to immoderate Drinking; and the 17th 
and 18th Verſes of the. 3d: Chapter, 


which excite to truſt in God in the 


moſt untavourable Circumſtauces, call 
for and will reward our Attention 
Read the Prophecy of Hag gal; in the 
24 Chapter of which, at the th, 8th, 


Pro- 


Prophecy of our Lord's Coming ite 


Time of the Second Temple; the 


Evidence of which cannot, but with 
great Abſurdity, be oppoſed by ſuch . 
as own the Authority of the Scrip- 


which, what 1 further recommend to 


the 16th, 17th, and 18th Verles, which 
it met with from God, and what 
faction it ſhall find at laſt. 

| our Lord's Birth; his Sermon on the 


| the Scribes; add the Account of the laſt 


Reſurrection, which no Malice was 


F - 


tures of the Old Teſtament; out of 


frequent Peruſal, you may read in the 
5th, 12th, and 13th Chapters of. 24. 
char; and in the Prophecy of Malachi, . 
more eſpecially in the 3zd Chapter, at 


ſhew us how Religion was exerciſed in 
the former Ages of the World, what. 


Acceptance and what Encouragement _ 
Satis- 


In the New Teſtament, read in the 
Goſpel of St. Matthew, the Hiſtory of 


Mount, which ſtruck the Hearers with 
| Admiration ; he teaching them as one 
having Authority, far beyond that of 


Judgment; of our Lord's Paſſion; and 
of the firſt Inſtitution of the Sacrament . 
of his laſt Supper; and of his glorious 
ſubtle and powerful enough to defeat. 
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18 Methods of Reading 
In the 6'> Chapter of St. Mark, at 


the 20" Verſe, we have a ſhort, but 
excellent Oharacter of St. John the Bap- 


tiſt; and an Account of the Value 


Herod had for him; aud in thoſe that 
follow, of his Sulferings. In the firſt 
Chapter of St. Luke, we have a farther 
Account of that admirable Man; as 
alſoa Relation of the Notice the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin had from God, by the An- 
gel Gabriel, that the was to be the 
Mother of our Lord; and of the hum- 
ble Manner in which ſhe received the 
Divine Meſſage: lu the 24 Chapter, 
we have the moſt comfortable Procla- 
mations of our Lord's Birth, by a Hea- 


SS venly Herald, and the Celebration of 


it by the Heavenly Hoſt. 


In the 4** Chapter, every pious Soul 


will delight to read the Victory our 
Lord obtained, by the Sword of the 
Spirit, over the great Enemy of Man- 
kind, after he had by Faſting prepar- 
ed himſelf for the great Encounter. 
The 15'* Chapter preſents us with 
the very affecking Parable. of the Pro- 
digal Son; in which we ſee the Miſe- 


ry his Wickedneſs brought him to; the 


happy Courſe he reſolv d upon and took, 


when his Sufferings had brought bim 
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_ the Holy: Scriptures.” 19 
to himſelf; and the Reception he met 


with from his Father, to the great 
Encouragement of all truly penitent 


_ Sinners. : 


The different Conditions of Dives and 
Lazarus, which we cannot fail to read. 
in the 16 Chapter; let us ſee how 
much it concerns us, while we have 


Opportunity, to take Care that we 


come not to that Place of Torment; 
where there is no Relief to be had, 
and from whence there is no Removal. 
The Example of the penitent Thief 
may be read at large at the 40 and two. 
following Verſes of the 234 Chapter; 
and in the next, our Lord's moſt en- 
couraging Anſwer to that Petition, ad- 
mirable for the Faith that appears in 
it, which he offered to our Lord then 
hanging upon the Croſs; and he ſaid; 
unto: jeſus, Lord, Remember me when thas, 
eomeſt into thy Kingdom; and Jeſus ſaid, 
Verily, Iſay unto thee, To Day ſbalt thou 
be with me in Paradiſe. | 
In the Goſpel of St. John, read often, 
the 1, 34, Fm, cin, and 11> Chap» 
ters; in the 111 particularly the Hil- 
tory of the Reſurrection N 
af Lazaruw *, the Fourth ae | 
Day after he had been bu- 78 Nuk! he's 
= T1 5 | 
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ried; an Example excellently fitted 
to confirm our Faith, and encourage 
our Hope of a Reſurrection. 
Read the 13", 14", 15%, and T9” 
Chapters; in the laſt of them, we have 
our Lord's Divine Prayer for his Dif- 
ciples and other Chriſtians, and eſpe- 
cially for that Unity, by the Want of 
which, Chriftendom hath ſo frequently, 
ſo long, and ſo dreadfully ſuffered ; and 
doth at preſent, to the Grief of all good 
Chriſtians, ſuffer.” _ r e e 
In the 21 Chapter, the Proof our 
Lord required of St. Peter's Love to 
kim, the Feeding of his Lambs and 
Sheep, deſerves to be conſidered in a 
more ſpecial Manner by thoſe, whoſe 
Ofhce requires it of them. ' ' © 
„ and 7 
Chapters of the As of the Apoſtles, 
will encourage us to read them fre- 
quently, by the Account they give of 
the Primitive Church; the Way of 
Living in it, after Admiſſion into it by 
Baptiſm; the Manner in which God 
appeared for it; of the Actions and 
Sufferings of the Apoſtles; and of the 
firſt Martyr St. Stephen; whoſe excel- 
lent Apology, whoſe pious and chart- 
table Death, and the — 
| e 


* 
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he had from Heaven to undergo it, 
will be read to the great Satisfaction of 
all good Chriſtians. . Add the 10 


Chapter of the ſame Book, wherein we 
| have the Charalter and Example of 

Cornelius the Centurion; the ipecial 
Notice God took of his Prayers and 


Alms, and an Account of his Con- 


verſion to Chtiſtianity, by the Mini- 
ſtry of St. Peter; whom he ſent for 
by divine Direction. In the 11 Chap- 


ter, read St. Peter's Apolog for him- 
ſelf, after he had been with, and had 
preach'd to the Gentiles ; the Miſfion 
of Barnabas, his Character and Succeſs, 
and an Example of Primitive Chari- 
ty. In the 12 Chapter, we have the 
Death of St. James: : che wonderful 
Deliverance of St. Peter, upon the 
Prayers of the Church; and the re- 
markable Death of Herod the Perſe- 
cutor, who was ſmittep 0 |. Angel, 


- becauſe he gave not he Glory; 


ſo as to be eaten * Dear with 
Worms. In the 16, the Sufferings 


of St. Paul and Silas; the Occaſion of 


them, and the comfortable Manner in 


which they underwent them; their 
Deliverance, and the Jy lar of Philip- 
pi's Converſion, will 


always be A great 
Eu- 
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1 Entertainment to pious Chriſtians. In 
the 17, St. Faal's Sermon in the 
=_ Court of the Areopagites, to the Athe- 
nian, 3 about the Day of 
Judgment; and. the Acceptance it met 
! with, ought to be ſeriouſly conſider d. 
Str. Pars Diſcourſe at Miletus to the 
E uers of the Church, whom he ſent 
_ for from Epheſus, is ſuch as well de- 
ſerves to be conſtantly before the Eyes 
"of the Clergy, as repreſenting them 
wich an Example, which to have fol- 
-Jowed, will be matter of Joy to all 
Eternity. In the 24th Chapter, St. 
* Paul's Diſcourſe before Felix, and 
therein, the Account of his Faith, 
Hope, and Practice; and his A polo- 
gy before King  Agrippa in the 5th, 
"wherein there is a Relation of his 
"miraculous Converſion, and of the De- 
fign upon which he was ſent to the 
*Gentiles; are worthy of the moſt ſe- 
rious Thoughts. 

The Preſervation and Deliverancd of 
'St. Paul, and of thoſe that failed with | 
Him u his Account, in the 27th 
Chapter, will much encourage roo 
Chriſtians to Dependance upon God, 
In the greateſt E and Danger 
of this He. 
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In the Epiſtle to the Romans, 'read 
the firſt Chapter, more eſpecially the 
ath Verſe, concerning our Lord's Re- 


: 1 and the zcth, concerning 
. the Knowled e 018 God by the Light 
| of Nature; 8th Chap _ concern- 


the Influence and Aﬀftaice: of the 
Wis Spirit, the Death, Reſurrect ion, 


- and Interceſſion of our Lord? The 
i 12th, where we have a great Varig 
* of Chriſtian Duties briefly enumera 


and ſo eaſily to be remembred; the 
* 73th, where the great and neceſſary 

Duty of Subjection to the higher Pow- 
ers, wot only for Wrath, but for Conſci- 
_ ence ſake, is more eſpecially required, as 
alſo that Love which is the fulfhng 
of the Law. 

In the Firſt Epiſtle to the Corins 
 thians, the 1 Chapter, the 2d, the 
zd, and 6th; the 10th at the 16th 
Verſe, about the Sacrament of our 
Lord's Supper; and the 3 iſt, about 
doing all to God's Glory, call for a 
_  Ipecial Regard. In the 1 ith Chapter, 
the Inſtitution of that Holy Sacra- 
ment; our Duty to prepare for re- 
ceiving it, by examining our ſelves ; 
and t Danger of receiving it un- 
worthily, 
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worthily, are plainly ſet before, us, 
fa ought. to be NY Peru- 
8 | 


F i the 130 Chapter; we have an 
Account of the Neceflity and excellent 
Properties of Charity; in the 5**, 
© the Proofs of that fundamental aud 
«exceedingly comfortable Article of 
© the Reſurrection from the Dead ; and 
the Account of the Manner in which 


tlie Bodies of good Chriſtians Mall 


be raiſed; and the Influence the Doc- 
trine of the Reſurrection ought to 
have upon us at the laſt Verſe, re- 
* 1 our Eyes and Thoughts. 


In the 24 Epifile; mindful of the 


'Brevity I deſign, let me only recom- 


mend the 4, 5, and 10” Chap- 
ters, as treating of eternal Things; 
of the laſt judgment, and the new 
Creature, which muſt make it happy 
to us; and of Reconciliation to God, 
Who was in Chriſt reconciling the 
World to himſelf; which otherwiſe 
-muſt have been "wholly under his 


Wrath for ever. And the laſt of the 


Three, as treating of our 0 Piricnal 
War- 


_ the Holy Scriptures. 25 
Warfare and Armour, and! the Effects 
of it, in the 34, 4, and 5 Verſes, 
in a very uncommon Manner. 


* 


In the Epiſtle to the Ghee the 
20" Verſe of the 2“ Chapter, con- 
cerning the Apoſtle's being crucified 
with Chriſt, and yet living; the 
latter Part of the 5b, where the Works 
of the Fleſh, and the Fruits of the 
Spirit, are reckon d up; and the Ten 
firſt Verſes of the 6 Chapter, where 
are many choice Exhortations, invite 
us to diligent Reading. 


In the 5*> and 6th Chae of the 
Epiſtle - the Epheſians,, we have a 
ſhort View of the relative Duties of 
Husbands and Wives, Parents and 
Children; Maſters and Servants ; 
which ſuch ought continually to read 
and think on, The 61 Chapter ſup- 
plies us with a Relation of that whole 
Armour, which every good Chriſtian 
will be glad to read of, and careful 
to provide and put on, that he may 
be able to ſtand * * the Wine * 
tne: Devil; Wi 1 
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42 The whole Epiſtle. to the Philippians, 
die devout Chriſtian will often read. 


| The zd and 4th Chapters of the 
* Epifile to the Coloſſians agree with the 
* F$th and 6th Chapters of the Epiſtle 
to the. Epheſians, as to relative Duties ; 
and the 3d affords much Encourage- 
ment to read it as to other Particulars, 
from the iſt to the 18th Verſe; where 
the Acccunt of relative Duties begins ; 
and is continued to the 2d Verſe of the 
following Chapter. e 


In the 4th Chapter of the firſt Epiſ- 
tle to the Theſſalonians, from the 13th > 
Verſe, there is a Dilcourſe concerning 
Death, under the:Notion of Sleep ; an 
of our Lord's Second Coming, and the 
Manner of it, continued in the 5th 
Chapter, and there followed by many 
Exhortations to Duties, the Perfor- 
mance of which will adorn a Chiſtian's 
Life, and a proper Prayer or Wiſh. 
The iſt and 2d Epiſtles to Timothy, 
and that to Tits, are in a ſpecial Mau- 
ner recommended to the Reading of 
Clergymen; who may there, as in a 
clear Glaſs, ſee their Duty; may be 


fur- 
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nithed with the beſt Canons, Rules, and 
Directions, with Reference to Doctrine 
and Life; to themſelves and their Fa- 
milies; to the Worſhip of God, Ec- 
eleſiaſtical Government, and the Diſci- 
pline of the Church. 


ITpbe Epiſtle to Philemon contains art 
affectionate Addreſs to him from St. 
Paul; recommending Ontſimus, whom 
of an unprofitable Servant, Converſion 
to the Chriſtian Religion had made 
uſeful to his Maſter, and to the Apoſ- 
tle; as it wil} make all thoſe that at- 
tain to the fame Happineſs far more 
ſerviceable than otherwiſe they could 
Have been. Jan 


In the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, the 
1{t Chapter, concerning the Divine 
Excellency of our Lord, who i the 
Brightneſs of bis Father's. Glory, and the 
expreſs Image of his Perſon: The 4th. 
and the 6th, where are many 'excel- 
tent Things; the 8th, the gth and 
roth, concerning the New Covenant, 
aud the Bleſſed Mediator of it; the 
11th, wherein we are encouraged to 
the Exerciſe of Faith by the! great 
C3 B 2 Things 
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28 Methods of Reading 
Things it hath done; by the glorious 
Triumph it hath been honoured with ; 
the 12th, wherein we have an Exhor- 
tation to Patience from the Example 
of our Lord ; where the Advantages of 
Afflict ion, and the Neceflity of Peace 
and Holineſs, are ſet before us, aid 
particularly call for our Attention. 


The Epiſtle of St. James hath many 
Remarkables in it about Joy under 
Afflictions; living ſuitably to our Pro- 
feſſion; joining Works with Faith; 
concerning the Tongue, and the Go- 
vernment of it; the Uncertainty of 
the World; Behaviour in Sickneſs and 
A fflid ion; beſides much of - Inftrue- 
tion from the Examples of Job and 
Elias; which will encourage us to read 
it frequently. 2 | 
The Firſt Chapter of the Firſt E- 
piſtle of St. Peter, wherein the A poſ- 
tle treats of the Heavenly Inheri- 
tance, and of the Holineſs that muſt 
fit us for it: The Second, wherein 
we- may read our Duty to the King 
as Supreme; and unto Governors, as 
unto them that are ſent by him; and 
'I to 
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to all Men and Chriſtians: The Fifth, 
wherein there is a ſpecial Addreſs to 
the Clergy, and the beſt of Motives to 
perſwade them to their Duty, from 
the Promiſe of that Crown. of Glory 
which fadeth not away, invite us to à 
diligent Peruſal. of 


In the firſt Chapter of the Second 
Epiſtle, the Golden Chain of Graces, 
to be added to one another for the 
Compleating a Chriſtian : In the Se- 
cond, the Examples of God's juſtice, 
and of his Mercy: In the Third, the 
End of all T hings, and the Uſe to be 
made of it, will deſerve to be often 
read and conſider d. 


In the Firſt Chapter of the Firſt 
Epiſtle of St. John, the illuſtrious Teſ- 
timony given to Chriſtian Religion, 
and the Denial of ſinleſs Perfection: 
Ta the Second, the Account of our Ad- 
vocate with the Father, of the Werld, 
and of the Danger of loving it: in the 
Third, the Love of God to us, and the 
Love we ought to have for one ano- 
ther; of both which, more in the 4th 
Chapter: In the Fifth, the Means 
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Things it hath done; by the glorious 
Triumph it hath been honoured with ; 
the 12th, wherein we have an Exhor- 
tation to Patience from the Example 
of our Lord; where the Advantages of 
Affliction, and the Neceſſity of Peace 
and Holineſs, are ſet before us, ard 
particularly call for our Attention. 


The Epiſtle of St. James hath many 
Remarkables in it about Joy under 
Afflictions; living ſuitably to our Pro- 
feſſion; joining Works with Faith; 
concerning the Tongue, and the Go- 
vernment of it; the Uncertainty of 
the World; Behaviour in Sickneſs and . 
AMiQion; beſides much of - Inftrue- 
tion from the Examples of Job and 
Elias; which will encourage us to read 

it frequently. oo | 


The Firſt Chapter of the Firſt E- 
piſtle of St. Peter, wherein the Apoſ- 

tle treats of the Heavenly Inheri- 
tance, and of the Holineſs that muſt 
fit us for it: The Second, wherein . 
we may read our Duty to the Ring 
as Supreme; and unto Governors, as 


unto them that are ſent by him; and 
| | to 
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to all Men and Chriſtians: The Fifth, 
wherein there is a ſpecial Addreſs to 
the Clergy, and the beſt of Motives to 
perſwade them to their Sh from 
the Promiſe of that Crown. of Glory 
which fadeth not away, invite us to a 
— diligent Peruſal. 


In the fir Chapter of the 33 
Epiſtle, the Golden Chain of Graces, 
to be added to one another for the 
Compleating a Chriſtian : In the Se- 
cond, the Examples of God's juſtice, 
and of his Mercy: In the Third, the 
End of all Things, and the Uſe to be 
1 made of it, will deſerve to be often 
read and conſider d. 


In the Firſt Cha pter of the Firſt 
Epiſtle of St. John, the illuſtrious Teſ- 
timony given to Chriſtian Religion, 
and the Denial of finleſ(s Perfection: 
In the Second, the Account of our Ad- 
vocate with the Father, of the Werld, 
and of the Danger of loving it: in the 
Third, the Love of God to us, and the 
Love we ought to have for one ano- 
ther; of both which, more in the 4th 

Chapter: In the Fikth, the Means 
B 3 of 
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of obtaining Victory over the World, 
and the great Doctrine | 


of the Three that bear RE 
* 2. 


Record in ven; 1 | 
Hes 2 m Matt. 2 19. 


whoſe Name, or into 

the Acknowledgement 

of whom, we are Baptized, call for 
our moſt ſerious Thoughts. Upon 
this laſt — Subject, let me recom- 
mend Bithop Srilling fleet s Vindication 
of the Dottrine of the . page 
1645 4 


The Epiſtle of St. Jade agrees with 
the Second of St. Peter ; and beſides 
the terrible Examples of God's Wrath, 
has that Ancient Prophecy of Enoch, 
the Seventh from Adam, concerning 
the Day of Judgment which 1s fitted 
to zwaken the moft ſecure and care- 


leſs Sinners. | 


In the Book of the Wette of 
St. John, the Firſt Chapter, Which 
deſcribes our Lord's Coming; the 
Epiſtles to the Seven Churches in the 
two next Chapters; the Account of 
the Day of Judgment ; in the 20th; 
of the Puniſhment of the Wicke1, and 


of 
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of the glorious Reward of good Men | 


and Chriſtians, which follows, contains 
all I ſhall further cling 1 this 


Third Head. 


The Fourth Method : That ſacl 
as really and neceſſarily want Leiſure, 
ſhould frequently read the Book of 
Pſalms, and the Epiftles and Goſpels 
for the ſeveral Lord's Days, and other 


Feſtivals and Faſts. 


In the Uſe of the Pſalms, we ſhall 
preſent to God divinely inſpir'd Pray- 
ers and Praifes continually; and be 
fitted, 'by admirable Inſtruction and 
Examples, to offer them up. 


In the Goſpels, there is a large Ac- 


count of the Myſtery of our Redemp- 
tion; In the Epiſtles, great Variety 


of Chriſtian Duties. The firſt [the 


Golpels] being (as an eminent Per- 
ſon hath obſerved) a Record of the 
Life and Death of our Bleſſed Saviour; 
the latter, Iuſtructions for the Edifi. 
cation of the Church in Pious and 
Chriſtian Converſation. Preface to 4 
Colleftion 7 cd or Forms of he 
a Caſes. 
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| Caſes ordinary and extraordinary, 8v0.. 
Lond. 1658. | "7 


To the Pſalms, Epiſtles, and: Goſ- 
pels, if Care be taken to add the 
Collects that are before theſe latter, 
the Lord's Prayer; the ſhort & | 
Service will be ſo much the more 
eompleat, and be the more likely to 
be advantagious to them, who, becaule 
they have not Time for more, ſhall 
think fit to uſe it. 


The Fifth and laſt Method. In 

Order to Preparation for the Sacra» 

ment of our Lord's Supper; a Duty _ 

of very great Importance and Conſe- 

mee and which ought to be of 

requent Return; let me recommend 
that choice Collect ion out of the Scrip- 

tures of the Old and New Teſtament, 

which the Church of England has di- 

retted and required to be read the 

Week before Eaſter Vearly; where 

we have Prophecies concerning our 
Lord's Sufferings ; the Hiſtory of 1 

them at large in the Goſpel; the In- © 

ſtitution of that Bleſſed Sacrament, in 

the firſt Epiſtle to the Coranthrans; . 

n _ Chapter 
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Chapter the 11th; and proper Read- 
ings out of the Epiſtle to the Phi- 


lippians, and to the Hebrews. All which 


are fit to inſtruct and affect us; to 


excite us to a Hatred of Sin; to 
provoke us to the Love of God the 
Father, and of his Bleſſed Son, who 
died for us; and to the Love of our 
Neighbours; to confirm and increaſe 
our Faith, and to ſtrengthen our Hope; 


and to encourage us to run with Patience, 
and Thankfulneſs, the Race which is ſet 
be fore us. 
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A Prayer to be uſed before Re- 
ing the Holy Scripture ; being 
the Collett for the Second Sun- 
day i Advent” © 


Leſſed Lord, who haſt cauſed all 
Holy Scriptures to be written 

for our Learning; Grant that we 
may in ſuch wiſe hear them, read, 
* mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt 
them; that by Patience and Com- 
| mn 
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© fort of thy Holy Word, we may 
embrace and ever hold faſt the Blel- 

© ſed Hope of everlaſting Life, which 
©, thou haſt given us in our Saviour 

©, Jelus Chriſt. Amen. 


Glory to God in the Higheſt,. and on 
Earth Peace, good Will towards Mens. 
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